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Governors Village Lake Summary 
 
 
The Lake at Governors Village serves several functions in the community.  
 
First and foremost the lake acts as a water quality feature for almost the entire Governors 
Village project (including the commercial and retail areas). 
 
The Lake also serves as a recreational source including a walking path with foot-bridge 
around the perimeter. 
 
Prior to development of the Governors Lake and Governors Townes Phase 3 
Communities a pond and embankment was constructed in the late 90’s. The pond at that 
time served as a water quality feature for the original community. The primary spillway 
and concrete overflow emergency spillway were constructed at that time. 
 
Because the land where the Governors Lake Community now exists was not part of the 
original Governors Village PUD and in order to allow development of the Governors 
Lake residential project, the State required that the existing pond be upgraded to meet 
more recent water quality code requirements adopted since the initial construction of the 
lake in the late 90’s. In 2008 a shallow shelf was added just below the water level at the 
lake edge (to support aquatic plants), a forebay embankment (under water), and a level 
spreader bypass for normal flows were added. 
 
Recently, the shallow shelf below the water level at the lake edge was replanted with 
aquatic vegetation (in response to a Notice of Violation by the State). Over time the pond 
edge will naturalize with wetland tolerant grasses and plants to assist in filtering runoff 
directed to the lake. The stakes that have recently been placed around the pond perimeter 
are to remind the landscape crews to not mow the grass all the way to the lake edge. The 
plantings installer from Carolina Wetland Services has recommended that a narrow strip 
along the lake edge not be mowed as frequently as the other slopes adjacent to the lake. 
This edge will still be maintained but the grasses will be allowed to grow up to 12” rather 
than 6” along the pond edge. 
 
As part of the ongoing maintenance of the Lake, a contractor will monitor the Lake and 
produce a monthly report of activities. Some of these activities include; mowing the grass 
adjoining the lake, remove debris from the trash rack (pond riser) and check the level 
spreader after storm events, periodically spray and remove weeds or invasive species, and 
reseed bare areas in order to have grass cover. 
 
The lake sits just upstream of the Jordan Lake conservation area owned and maintained 
by the Army Corps of Engineers. Governors Lake serves an important water quality 
function for our community given our proximity to Jordan Lake itself. 
 
 


