
 

Spring is finally here! Looking forward to warmer and sunny days! 
 

Here is what you can do as a homeowner for your yard maintenance in the year’s early months: 

 Apply liquid fertilizer (14-14-14) and Deer off on winter annuals 

 First application of pre-emergent fertilizer applied to all Fescue (13-2-5), and Bermuda (0-0-8) 

 Apply Merit (an insecticide that prevents infestation of Japanese beetles, aphids, and other pests) to 
all trees and shrubs 

 Apply a broadleaf herbicide to weeds in the turf 

 Apply insecticide to control fire ants 

 Cut back dormant ornamental grasses 

  

Here is the maintenance plan that you can keep in mind for April, May and June: 

 Remove winter annuals and replace with summer annuals and renovate perennial beds 

 Second application of pre-emergent fertilizer to both Bermuda (20-3-4), and Fescue (0-0-8) 

 Watering and applying fertilizer (14-14-14) to summer annuals 

 Begin semi-annual pruning once the spring flush is complete 

 Apply fertilizer high in nitrogen (32-5-7) for Bermuda 

 Monitor your property for insect infestations 

 Spring upstart of irrigation systems and monitoring for any leaks/line breaks 

 

Apply water to your turf and plant beds according to the restriction established by Chatham County, if 
any. Refresh plant beds with mulch or pinestraw. 



 

Understanding Fertilizer… 

 What are those numbers? 14-14-14… 32-5-7… 0-0-8… They represent the ratios of NPK in the 
product (Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and Potassium). When trying to purchase fertilizer for your home, 
select a product with a similar ratio to that desired (for example: 14-14-14, 7-7-7, and 25-25-25 
fertilizers are all the same ratios, just at different concentrations). 
 

 What does your landscape need? To have a better understanding for the unique nutrient needs of 
your garden, the best option is to perform a soil test. You can pick up a DIY soil test kit at your local 
home improvement store, or you can submit a sample to be tested by the NCDA. 
 
 

 How to apply the product? The easiest way to apply fertilizer to your garden is through the use of 
a granular product (hand-spreader for plant beds, and broadcast or drop spreaders for turf areas). 
Whatever method you choose, just make sure you apply the appropriate quantities suggested by the 
soil sample or listed on the label of the product.  
 

 Things to remember: In the case of fertilizer, more is definitely not better. Applying more than 
what is recommended can be harmful to the plants. If you feel you make have applied too much, 
heavily water the area to help dilute the fertilizer. Also you want to make sure you keep fertilizer off 
driveways, sidewalks, and roadways. This will help keep fertilizer runoff from getting into our 
storm water systems and disrupting the natural environment.  
 
 

Happy Gardening! And may your Spring be Beautiful! 
 


