
The home of Artemis Malekpour, located at 12012 Wicker Drive, is a gardeners’ 
delight with a transformation that is ever-ongoing.  Updates to the traditional front 
and side foundation plantings and attention to the stubborn areas between the 
walks and street are the most recent additions to this home landscape. 

The backyard was once an “alley-way” for drainage.  A narrow strip of muddy 
sod has now become a lovely, relaxing retreat complete with fountains, trellises, 
tranquil streams and an arrangement of inviting spaces for leisure and lounging, 
capped off by a swinging hammock tucked into a cozy nook to lie back and enjoy 
the peaceful surroundings.  

The front and side yards are transforming from the typical “builders package “ 
landscape to a colorful palette of seasonal color and fragrance.  Camellias, 
Azaleas, Knockout Roses, Nandina, along with a flowering purple Plum and 
Crape Myrtles, add year-round interest.  A stroll along the front perimeter reveals 
the changing landscape:  what was once a simple, troublesome grass turf is now 
evolving into a variety of low maintenance flowering ground covers and grasses 
that include Chocolate Chip Ajuga, Dwarf Fountain Grasses, Soft Caress 
Mahonia and ‘Oakington Blue Eyes’ Phlox.  These beautiful plants will bloom into 
an eye-catching sea of color and intrigue as the landscape matures.  The 
addition of flowering low-growing Bloom-A-Thon Azaleas, Radican Gardenias, 
Drift Roses, and perennial flowers meld the separate garden regions by 
extending the beds over the sidewalks and into the lawn.

As you walk up the driveway of the home, a stone path leads you to the backyard 
haven.  The beautiful fruit-bearing trees and plants were important in the design.  
A dwarf ‘Sweet Delight’ Peach on the left displays the first signs of spring, with an 
accompanying larger super-sweet peach tree near the far left property line.  True 
to their character, the beautiful spring peach blossoms take their “sweet” time 
maturing into tasty fruits for summertime. 

A gated arbor wrapped with gorgeous Flowering Bignonia Vine opens the 
gateway into a secluded “secret garden”, guarded on each side by Fragrant tea 
olives (Fragrans Osmanthus) that entice you in with a delightful scent when 
flowering.  Following the natural stepping stone path, tucked behind several 
varieties of blueberry bushes and strawberry plants, is “Froggie”, one of several 
water features incorporated into the garden that have become some of Artemis’ 
favorite hallmarks of her backyard sanctuary.  To the left of the stone walk, a 
striking Coral Bark maple adds year-round interest, with a handsome Kousa 
dogwood adding beauty to the right.  A quaint seating area nestles between a 
majestic three-tier “bubbler” fountain and the headwater falls of the rolling 
stream.  The hillsides of the falls are embedded with a beautiful Windmill Palm, 
Soft Caress Mahonia, various vines, Butterfly Bushes, flowering Evergreens, 
grasses and perennials to incorporate four seasons of color and visual delight. 
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Flowing down the length of the back garden is a magnificent bubbling stream that 
brings forth not only a great aesthetic effect but also the soothing sounds of a 
mountain brook.  The stream is lined with evergreen and multi-chromatic 
flowering specimens that provide stability to the streambed.  Succulents as well 
as groundcovers, Drift Roses and Azaleas along with small grasses are just a 
few of the beautiful sights to see.   

Across from the stream headwaters, a beautiful ‘Standard’ Knockout Rose marks 
the beginning of a flowerbed that extends the length of the back deck.  Contained 
within the bed are a variety of perennial flowering plants that flaunt wonderful 
summer color, attracting butterflies and birds to the landscape.  Rudbeckia, 
Shasta Daisies, selections of Coneflowers and groundcover, along with a 
multitude of native and unusual plants, fill the area by season’s end. 

A small bridge crosses over the stream into a serene relaxation area with a trellis 
that will be ultimately blanketed by Flowering Honeysuckle Vines as a beautiful 
hammock temptingly sways underneath.  A small pond at the end of the waterfall 
is graced with several varieties of water plants to heighten the natural elements 
of the garden.  A second trellis covered in Carolina jasmine complements the 
back edge, with a uniquely crafted faux bois bench perfectly positioned as a final 
resting spot to take in all the sights and sounds from another angle.  A small path 
alongside a rustic antique bench and yet one more distinct water feature leads 
you to the deck area. 

The deck holds several Dwarf Citrus Trees planted in stunning decorative 
containers that will harvest an abundance of oranges, tangerines, and lemons at 
ripening.  Dwarf Figs will provide a treat of sweet and juicy fruits from mid to late 
summer.  The evergreen citrus trees, with the sweet aroma of their blossoms, 
retreat to the safety and shelter of the screened-in sunroom during winter months 
for year-round enjoyment.  Hammock chairs and a bistro set highlight a gathering 
spot for family and friends.

A glorious Gold Rider Cypress accents the end of the house, but there is still 
more right around the corner.  Another gardening bed awaits with an additional 
colorful mix of perennials, roses, vines, and flowering evergreen plants.  

When the sun sleeps, low voltage lighting awakens the backyard for extended 
hours of enjoyment. 

The 12012 Wicker Drive landscape, while still in its infancy, remains a labor of 
love and ever-continuing work in progress with the combined vision of Artemis 
Malekpour and Frank Bennett, Landscape Designer with Lanarc, Inc.  This 
garden will evolve in time to completely fill the green space with years of 
pleasure and curious wonder for critters and creatures of all kind.
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